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on the eastern side and is half a mile long, but has only
one important street, in which are a great number of
inns, eating-houses, butcheries, bakeries, and other stores.
The population of Hsi-ning is probably between 30,000
and 40,000, a large proportion of which is Mohammedan.
There is a garrison of 3000 men, and also a considerable
floating population.
Although the trade carried on here is unquestionably
large, it does not amount to any great sum annually,
as the merchants and traders of the place are sadly in
need of capital. I was told by one of the responsible
merchants that there were not over two or three houses
that realized an annual profit of Tls. 1000, and that Tls, 50
or 100 was about all the average shopkeeper could reason-
ably expect.1
While many of the people of Hsi-ning show by their
features traces of their foreign lineage, a number of theii
customs point even more clearly to the same fact. Here,
for the first time, I saw women wearing a dark blue or
black veil across the lower part of the face when on the
street, in fact a decent Mohammedan woman would not
1 Bean oil (ching yu) is the princi-    boots, hats, felt, flour, vermicelli (kua-
pal export.   It is worth Tls. 2. 3 a pic-    mien), Hami raisins, chinaware, to-
ul, and sells at Lan-Chou for Tls. 3. 5,     bacco, and a number of other articleH
It is usually carried tlown in sum-    of minor value are the principal goods
mer on rafts (jfa-fezfc) made of inflated    sold.   Native white cotton-cloth (lao
ox-hides, on which some planks are    pu) sells for Tls. 0, 5. 3 to Tls. 0. 6- 0
tied.   They frequently descend the    a piece measuring 36 to 40 Chinese
Yellow River as far as Ning-hsia Fu.     foet; blue cotton-cloth, Tls. 0. 7. 0 a
The oil is carried in tubs or goatskins,     piece.     Foreign cotton piece-goods
The hides composing the raft are sold    are disliked, for they are not as strong
at the end of the journey.   Wool,-    as native. They sell for Tls, 2 to Tls. 2.
musk, rhubarb, lambskins, furs, gold,     5. 0 a piece.  Russian red leather (bnJ-
and salt (from the Ts'aidam) are ex-    f/<i>ri in Tibetan), foreign paper, pens,
ported,but in small quantities, except    am} penholders arc in demand.   The
latnbskum, in which there is a large    last two articles are much prized by
trade*    Cotton, piece-goods, mostly    the lamas, who prefer them to the
native, iron and copper ware, woolen    Chinese goods; engrossing pens arc
s, saddles amUuirwosSjguns,-    the only kind they will buy.